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eerily similar to Dylan’s. The more Payton pries open
the clenches of her blocked memories, yielding to her
need to know what happened, the further down the path
of danger she goes. The darkness around her sister’s
disappearance grows and the truth becomes more and
more unbearable. And what she finds might just cost her
her life.
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POST-READING QUESTIONS

teacher with a BA of English from the University of Georgia

After reading the novel, discuss these questions with your

and a MA of Secondary English Education from Piedmont

students. If you had your students record their responses

College.

to the pre-reading questions, then have them review their
responses and respond to the following post-reading

PRE-READING QUESTIONS

questions on the same sheet of paper.

Before reading the novel, discuss these questions with your
students. It may be helpful to have your students record

1. List the theories about what could have happened to

their thoughts in order to allow them to reflect when they

Dylan that swirled through your mind while you were

finish reading the novel.

reading.
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.3; CCSS.ELA-

1. Define components of mystery and suspense in a
bulleted list.
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.4; CCSS.ELALITERACY.L.9-10.4]

WRITING.W9-10.2; W9-10.9]
2. Discuss how the structure of the story builds suspense.
Think specifically about the timeline and the way the
author incorporated flashbacks.

2. Define the five components of a plot diagram.

[CCSS.ELA-LITERARCY.RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.5; CCSS.ELA-

[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.5; CCSS.ELA-

WRITING.W9-10.2; W9-10.9; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-

LITERACY.L.9-10.4]

10.1]

3. Discuss elements of people’s personalities that are

3. Describe how the author builds Poe’s character as a

distinct and unique.

transitional piece between Payton’s personality and

[CCSS.ELA-WRITING.W9-10.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.

Dylan’s personality. Explain how this decision by the

SL.9-10.1]

author builds tension.

4. Think as though you are a detective and list out the
steps you would take in a missing person’s case, where

[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.3; RL.9-10.5;
CCSS.ELA-WRITING.W9-10.2; W9-10.9]

the missing person is your friend. Consider: Who would

4. Explain why you think Cole chose to stay silent despite

you interview? Who would be your likely suspects?

what he suspected. Debate whether you think he should

What evidence would you expect to find?

have done so.

[CCSS.ELA-WRITING.W9-10.2]

[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.3; CCSS.ELA-

5. Describe friendships you have with people in your life.
Consider what formed those friendships and what it

WRITING.W9-10.1; W9-10.9]
5. Consider why Brody chose to hang Payton’s necklace

would take to break those friendships.

under the dock for Dylan to find. Discuss the symbolism

[CCSS.ELA-WRITING.W9-10.2]

of the necklace.
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.3; RL.9-10.4;
CCSS.ELA-WRITING.W9-10.2; W9-10.9]
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6. Debate whether you think Joshua deserved to be legally

3. Research the effect losing a twin can have on the

punished for the way he chose to harass Payton after

surviving twin. Summarize the information you find and

she refused to date him.

discuss how it applies to the events in the story.

[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.3; CCSS.ELA-

[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.3; CCSS.ELA-

WRITING.W9-10.1; W9-10.9; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-

LITERACY.RI.9-10.1; W9-10.9]

10.1]

4. Thinking as though you are detective, write a closing

7. Consider the examples of friendship in the novel: Starr

report for the missing person’s case in this story

and Payton, Payton and Dylan, Dylan and Misty, Payton

summarizing the events leading to not only Payton’s

and Cole. Compare and contrast these relationships to

death, but also to Dylan realizing what happened.

relationships you have with your friends.

[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.5; CCSS.ELA-

[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.3; CCSS.ELA-

WRITING.W9-10.2; W9-10.9]

WRITING.W9-10.1; W9-10.9]
8. Describe how the tone of the novel changes as Payton

5. Write a follow-up chapter to the book dated one year
later through Dylan’s viewpoint describing how her life

evolves to Poe who ultimately realizes she was Dylan.

has changed.

[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.3; RL.9-10.4;

[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.3; CCSS.ELA-

CCSS.ELA-WRITING.W9-10.2; W9-10.9; CCSS.ELA-

WRITING.W9-10.3; W9-10.9]

LITERACY.SL.9-10.1]

ACTIVITIES
Students may complete the following actives while reading
or after reading the novel.
1. Create a plot diagram for the novel.
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.5; CCSS.ELAWRITING.W9-10.9]
2. Create a visual representation of the protagonist in the
story. Specifically incorporate details representative of
the three different personalities she embodies. Explain
why you chose to represent the protagonist in the way
you did referencing specific symbols you included in
your visual representation.
[CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1; RL.9-10.3; CCSS.ELAWRITING.W9-10.2; W9-10.9]
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